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C r a w f o r d  C o u n t y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Crawford County Master Gardener Association 

 

April Meeting Dates 

MG Website Pages Revamped 

The Executive Board meeting is Wednesday,  April 5 at 5:30 pm at the 

Crawford County Administration Building. 

The  regular Master Gardener’s meeting is at 6:30 pm,  Wednesday,  April 12 

at  the Crawford County Administration Building.  Presentation about vegetable 

gardening. 

Karen Snitker, Program Assistant of the Crawford County Extension Office, has 

overhauled the Master Gardener web pages on the Extension home page.,     

http://crawford.uwex.edu 

There are two web pages related to MG that are connected to the “ribbon” of 

program options at the top of the home page.  Clicking on the Master Gardener 

Volunteer tab provides the basic premise of the program and our MGV 

Association.  There is a table with some info pertinent to us locally as well as 

potential volunteers.  Please take some time to check out the new web pages. 

  

Earth Day-April 22, 2017 

 

ASSOCATION OFFICERS 

President:: Julie Hazen 

608-326-8707 

V .Pres:  Caprice Ellefson 

608-391-0535 

Secretary: Sandy Vold 

608-391-0494 

Treasurer: Marla Hurley 

608-632-3706 

Newsletter Ed:  Kathy Leard 

608-732-0856 

April 22 marks the anniversary of the birth of the modern environmental 

movement.  The first Earth Day was on April 22, 1970.  The mission is to 

broaden and diversify the environmental movement world wide,  Presently 

50,000 partners in 196 countries participate in Earth Day. 

Gaylord Nelson, U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, had the idea of a national 

day to focus on the environment.  He achieved a rare political alignment  

of support from both parties, rich and poor, tycoons and labor leaders.  In 

1970,  20 million Americans took to the streets, parks, and audiences to 

demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment in coast to coast ral-

lies. The first Earth Day led to the passage of the Clean Air Act, Clean Wa-

ter Act and the Endangered Species Act and ultimately to the  creation of 

the United States Protection Agency, Maybe this is the time to revisit 1970 

and the ideas behind Earth Day and why it became so important to 20 mil-

lion Americans. 
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Crawford County Master Gardener Association  

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

April 5-Exective Board 

Meeting –5:30 pm at the 

County Building 

April 8-Tractor Supply MGV 

booth-flexible time.   Need 

to help 2-3 hours 

April 8-Villa Louis cleanup 

grounds-9 am bring tools/

gloves 

April 8-Nelson True Value 

Seminar-Landscape Design 

 April 12– Regular MG 

Meeting 6:30 pm at County 

Administration Building.  

April 22-Conference at 

Platteville and Trail Blazing 

Day-cleanup help needed 

at Boscobel School-Shaun 

Wittrig has info—call her if 

you can help. 

April 22-Nelson Ture Value 

Seminar-Great Spring 

Blooming Woody 

Ornamentals and Tree and 

Shrub Care. 

April 29-Tractor Supply-

Volunteer at an information 

booth 9 or 10 am to noon or 

1 pm.  Time is flexible-call 

Julie. 

April 29-Nelson’s Garden 

Center Open House 

An Inspirational Story  

           by Julie Hazen 

My niece is an inspiring young woman and is always posting great information on 

Facebook.  I went to a website link she presented and found  a very inspirational 

message that I would like to share with you.  The website is 

www.besomebody.com and I found an article written by Jen Grubb about the 

legendary women’s basketball coach Pat Summit (Tennessee Lady Volunteers).  

Pat Summit coached the Lady Volunteers to numerous national championships 

and her approach with her players kind of has a gardening twist to it. 

I want you to think about your involvement in Master Gardener projects and see 

how some of this inspiration might apply to how you look at things. 

Pat’s philosophy was that you can have a million seeds in your pocket, but they 

don’t ever grow if that is where keep them.  For fruit to develop, a seed must be 

planted.  Every person in your path is fertile ground. 

Pat wasn’t focused on the harvest.  She focused on the planting.  She knew if she 

was faithful in planting, fruit would come.   Pat was interested in developing 

capable, successful young women as well as successful basketball players.  She 

wanted to prepare them for life after the basketball court. 

What are the seeds in your pocket?  Your knowledge gained through Level 1 or 

other training?  Your ideas for a new project?   Your new connections-friendships 

gained through Master Gardeners, etc.  

Where will your seeds land? In a county fair poster that inspires someone.  In a 

child’s heart and imagination?  In a senior’s memory at a sensory garden?  In a 

fellow gardener’s fertile ground? 

Think about the seeds in your pocket.  There are many different kinds.  Think 

about the different ways you can plant those different seeds.  If we are all faithful 

in planting seeds, the fruit will come. 

Words by Robert Louis Stevenson-”Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap 

but by the seeds that you plant”.              



3  

Madison Garden Expo  
 
         by Caprice Ellefson 

Crawford County Master Gardener Association  

This was my second year attending this expo and I have to say, once again, I was impressed.  The number 

of seminars that are offered, the workshops, the vendors is almost overwhelming.  It is all well organized 

and everyone is in such a good mood and so helpful.  The speakers all really know what they are talking 

about.  It is hard to stump them with a question.  And they tended to energize and excite me to get out there 

and start gardening.  Too bad the weather isn’t quite ready to cooperate. 

1. I attended a session called “Syrup From One Maple Tree-You Can Do It!”.  The speaker, Dan Tyler, was 

knowledgeable, engaging and enthusiastic .  I had just received a sap tapping kit for Christmas and was 

anxious to try my hand at gathering sap and making my own maple syrup.  What I learned from him was 

that you do need sugar maples,  All maple trees will sap (ie: silver, black or red maples).  Birch, hickory, 

box elder, even black walnut can be tapped for their sap.  Each species of tree will have a slightly differ-

ent output of sap and a slightly different flavor but they will deliver that lovely, golden brown liquid sugar.  

But sugar maples are the queen of sap.  And you only need one tree!   The tree should be healthy and 

over 12” in diameter. If you live in town and have only one tree, don’t hesitate to check out your neigh-

bors trees.  According to Dan, more often than not, they would enjoy you tapping their trees too (as long 

as you share the end results-organic, pure, maple syrup. 

All you need is a cordless or hand drill 5/16or 7/16 inch bit; a spile (made from carving a small branch or a 

stainless steel or copper pipe; a small hammer; small hook (like you use to hang coffee cups; some cheese 

cloth; a bucket with handle (about 3 gallon size): and a stick pot or some sort of pot to boil the sap. 

Sapping in Wisconsin starts around med-February to early March and lasts approximately 4 weeks.  It is all 

weather related.  When the days are above freezing and the nights are below freezing, the sap will run 

(during the day).  If we have a couple of days in a row that are above freezing the sap will simply stop run-

ning.   But it will start right up again when the temperatures are right.  Tapping sap from your tree does not 

hurt it,   Once the season is done, you remove the spile and the tree will self heal.  Next year you simply 

place the spile about 6 “ away from the old site.  You can tap your tree year after year with no stress to the 

tree.  Dan got the audience excited about the possibilities and yes, I plan to try my hand at sapping. 

2.  I also attended a session called “Using Natural Materials to Dress Up Your Fairy Garden”.   Nikki, the 

speaker, was an energetic young lady with a passion for nature and for fairy gardens.  I have two little 

granddaughters who are currently enthralled with anything to do with fairies.  Nikki showed us how to make 

the most amazing fairy houses, furniture and even dishes and cooking utensils out of things commonly 

found in your own backyard, woods, parks or roadsides (just be sure to get permission if you are harvesting 

anything not on your property).  Pinecones, willow branches, sticks, rocks or stones, birch bark, acorns, 

walnuts, vines, chokeberries or rosehips, moss and lichens-they can all be used.  The list is actually limited 

by your imagination.  She had many examples of things that she made throughout the year.  With just some 

fine wire,  a glue gun and a little imagination you can create some awesome miniatures fit to entice any fairy 

to visit.  Oh, and she said a little glitter never hurts. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employ-
ment and programming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) require-
ments." 



4  

Crawford County’s MG Association’s  Mission 
Statement:  We TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and 
SERVE, connecting with the University of Wis-
consin and engaging with them in transforming 
lives and communities. 

All seminars are FREE and start at 10 am unless stated otherwise. 

April 8-Landscape Design:  Are you wanting to add some curb appeal to your homme, but don’t 

know where to start?  Dani will talk you through the key points of landscape design. 

April 22-Great Spring Blooming Woody Ornamentals:  Dani will talk about various trees and 

shruibs that have an early spring bloom time.  Tree & Shrub Care:  Dalen will go over how to plant 

a new tree, as well as basic care, trimming and pruning for your existing trees. 

April 29-Garden Center Open House!.  See our newspaper ad for more information. 

Purchase your T-shirt Tuesday,  T-shirt good for the 2017 season.  Wear it to the Garden Center 

on Tuesdays and receive 25 % off ALL non-sale items and an additional 10% off All sale items.  

You must be wearing your shirt to receive the discounts.  Promotion ends July 1, 2017 

Crawford County Master Gardener Association 

Nelson True Value Saturday Seminars 

 

Vance Haugen 

         Agriculture Agent 

 

St. Pat’s Parade was fun!  Both adults and kids 

enjoyed the packets of seeds we passed out.. 

L to R -Shaun Witting, Caprice Ellefson, Julie 

Hazen, Carley Borcherding, Sandy Vold and 

Mary Novey participated 

Master Gardeners working on getting 

to know each other and share ideas 

for future programming 


