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C r a w f o r d  C o u n t y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  A s s o c i a t i o n

Crawford County Master Gardener Association 

March Meeting Dates 

Election of Officers 

The Executive Board meeting is Wednesday,  March 8 at 5:30 pm at the 

Crawford County Administration Building. 

The  regular Master Gardener’s meeting follows at 6:30 pm Wednesday,  

March 8 at  the Crawford County Administration Building.  Tarasa Lown will be 

the presenter at the Association meeting. Tarasa is the local coordinator for the 

Wisconsin School Garden Network.  

We have a fun activity planned for members-hope everyone comes! 

Last month, Kathy Leard resigned as the Association’s Secretary.  She finds it 

hard to consistently attend executive and regular meetings and record minutes for 

those meetings. Kathy will continue as editor of the newsletter, preparing the 

Annual Report and will finish her part in the labeling plants in the Memorial 

Gardens. An election for a new Secretary will be held at the March 8 at the MG 

association meting.  Please take the time to consider taking the position. 

Congratulations to Caprice Ellefson who accepted the Vice–President’s position 

and Marla Hurley who will continue in the Treasure’s position.  Thank you for 

your support of the Master Gardener’s Program. 

Need Your Help! 

Donna Teynor needs some items for the “Kds in the Garden “ program. 

 Clean 1/2 gallon milk jugs with lids and 2 liter pop bottles 

 Sand pails: brightly colored, 1 one gallon size 

 3 more volunteers to help at the June classes.  Class times are 10 

to 11 am and 4 to 5 pm. 

This would be a good opportunity to earn some Educational Hours-

teaching youth. If you have any milk jugs, pop bottles and/or sand pails 

please bring them too the meeting for Donna.  

You can find the full schedule by clicking on "Kids in the Garden” slide on 

Crawford County UW-Extension home webpage. http://crawford.uwex.edu 

ASSOCATION OFFICERS 

President:: Julie Hazen 

608-326-8707 

V .Pres:  Caprice Ellefson 

608-391-0535 

Secretary: Kathy Leard 

608-732-0856 

Treasurer: Marla Hurley 

608-632-3706 

Newsletter Ed:  Kathy Leard 

608-732-0856 



2  

Crawford County Master Gardener Association  

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

March 1—Level 2 training 

begins.  On line program 

March 4-Nelson True Value 

Seminar-”Organic 

Education”.  Starts 10 am 

March 8-Executive Board 

Meeting  at 5:30 pm at the 

County Administration 

Building. 

March 8– Regular MG 

Meeting 6:30 pm at County 

Administration Building.  

March 11– MGVs walking 

in St. Pat’s Parade, PdC.  

at 10 am. 

March 11-Nelson True 

Value Seminar-Small Flock 

Poultry.  Starts at 2 pm 

March 25– MG Seminar in 

LaCrosse 

March 25-Nelson True 

Value Seminar-Terrariums.  

Starts 10 am  

March 31-April 1– Nelson 

Ture Value Anniversary 

Sale. 

April 1-MG Seminar in 

Dubuque, IA 

 

On Saturday , February 11, I attended the Garden Expo, the 23rd Annual Expo, I believe.  

I attended the very first one 23 years ago with my two oldest granddaughters, Nicole and 

Megan Davies.  Nicole pushed Megan around in a stroller.  At the same time  the Model 

Railroad Show was in half of the room.  It was that way for a few years until the Garden 

Expo needed the entire venue.  I believe the educational seminars were in the main hall, 

not down the hall.  I think I’ve missed only 2 or 3 Expos over the years.  Needless to say,  

“I love the Expo.  What an opportunity to learn new things or refresh your memory about 

that you had learned in the past”. 

My Garden Expo buddies this year were two very good friends, Deb Rider and Pat 

Knight.   We traveled together and had a wonderful couple of hours, each way, to catch 

up.  I like the ride time with good friends as much as the seminars. 

At this years Expo I started the day with Straw Bale Gardening by Joel Karsten.  This is a 

seminar I have attended several times and learn something new each time.  Joel is a lively 

and knowledgeable speaker who makes learning fun.  This year I learned that I do not 

plant enough in my bales and that I should plant the sides too.   

I went to the seminar, “The Marvelous Monarchs”, by Judith Kesser which was another 

seminar  I’ve attended in the past.  Judith id amazing, she has raised thousands of 

Monarch in her three-season room at home.  She tags and releases them.  None of her 

tagged butterflies have been captured in Mexico, so as far as she knows none of her 

Monarchs have made it.  I left inspired to plant more milk weed.  I planted milk weed 

seeds and put them outside for the cold treatment. 

I also sat in on part of “Gardening for Pollinators and I ended the day with “Intensive 

Food Production with Open Raised Beds”.  Probably won’t ever do this but it was 

interesting. 

Then on the way home we stopped at Rural Route one Popcorn in Montfort, a must for me 

and my travel companions!! 

Attending the Garden Expo 
By Donna Teynor 

St Pat’s Parade 

Master Gardeners will be in the parade.  Meet at the Memorial Gardens at 

9 am.  The Parade starts at 10 am.  Dress for the weather plus wear a gar-

den hat (we will have extras).  Decorate them with green flowers, etc.  We 

will have our banner and we will be passing out seed packets.  The packets 

will promote the MGV program/facebook page and “Kids in the Garden 

Program”  If our aprons are here we will wear them and also some scarves/

mufflers made out of green fabric.   

DOES ANYONE HAVE A CONVERTIBLE OR PICKUP TRUCK WITH AN 

OPEN BED WE COULD USE??? 
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Bad Weather Policy 

Crawford County Master Gardener Association  

During the winter months, we will cancel our meetings if PdC schools cancel or are let out early.  

Members can find out from area radio stations (WQPC, WGLR), school website, email, Crawford 

County Master Gardeners Association Facebook page. 

Humming Birds  
            by Marla Hurley 

As I took my first class at the Garden Expo in Madison on February 11th, I sat down with great expectation 

to learn about humming birds.  I did not know that I knew so little about the cute little birds I feed every sum-

mer.  This is what I learned….. 

Humming birds get their name from the noise they make when flying.  There are 300 different kinds, the 

smallest being the bee humming bird, native to Cuba.  They are the only bird that can fly backwards or up-

side down. 

Twelve species of humming birds visit North America during the summer and fly to tropical areas during the 

winter.  This makes them the smallest snow  bird, arriving in Wisconsin in the latter part of April.  To follow 

the migration of the ruby-throated humming bird go to www.hummingbirds.net. 

Yes, they reproduce, laying up to 5 eggs, the size of a tic-tac.  It takes 13-22 days to hatch and only 18 to 

30 for the hatchling to fly.   

These little creatures are endangered, due to habitat destruction and predators.  The number of humming 

birds are going down, but more and more people are interested in having  them as a guest in their yards 

from summer to summer . 

The problem that I have are the pesky ants that want to get the humming bird food.  I did some research to 

help with this problem,  You take a water bottle, make a hole in the bottom so a hanger can fit through it.  

Make a hook with the hanger, attach the humming bird feeder to the bottom of  the water bottle.  Seal with 

bath tub sealant.  Fill with water and you have an ant trap.  I got the ides from Thrifty Fun Website: http://

www.thriftyfun.com/tf548947.tip.html. 

Now that you have your feeder in order you might want to plant for humming birds and here are just a few 

ideas…. 

1. Trumpet Creeper, compsis randicans  2  Bee Balm, manadra didyma 3.  

Cardinal flower, lobelia Cardinalis  4.  Red Columbine, aquilegia cana-

dense.  The list goes on and on…..So in conclusion set up your feeder, 

then plant the red tubular wonders and watch these little creatures.  You 

will have a great time. 

 

Caprice Ellefson’s article will appear in the April’s edition of the newsletter 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and program-
ming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 
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Crawford County’s MG Association’s  Mission 
Statement:  We TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and 
SERVE, connecting with the University of Wis-
consin and engaging with them in transforming 
lives and communities. 

All seminars are FREE and start at 10 am unless stated otherwise. 

March 4th-Organic Education: “Healthy Soil, Healthy Life”.  Learn about what’s in your soil, and 

what you add to it that makes a difference to your, plants, vegetables and flowers.  Growing  

organically  is  one of the latest trends and Purple Cow organics can provide you with all the 

solutions to make your garden and flower beds successful. 

March 11th-starts at 2:00 pm-Small Flock Poultry:  Learn about breeds, the general care, 

various equipment, types of food and the requirements to start your own flock. 

March 25th—Terrariums: Donna will show you how to make your own personal terrarium and 

share general care tips for a $20 fee.  Each participant will take home an assembled terrariums.  

Fee covers a container, soil, three plants and a figurine.  Additional plants and figurines  will be 

available for purchase.  Please register by March 22. 

March 31 & April 1: Nelson True Value  Anniversary sale.-See newspaper ad for more 

information. 

Purchase your T-shirt Tuesday,  T-shirt good for the 2017 season.  Wear it to the Garden Center 

on Tuesdays and receive 25 % off ALL non-sale items and an additional 10% off All sale items.  

You must be wearing your shirt to receive the discounts.  Promotion ends July 1, 2017 

Crawford County Master Gardener Association 

Nelson True Value Saturday Seminars 

 
Monica Horner 

giving her 

presentation about 

Kyrgyzstan 

Master Gardeners making plans for their 

April presentation on vegetable gardening

- It’s going to be fun. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programing, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 

Vance Haugen 

         Agriculture Agent 


