
CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENER MINUTES  

DECEMBER 13, 2017  

President Julie Hazen convened the December 13, 2017 meeting of Crawford 
County Master Gardeners, with 13 people present. 

 Julie Hazen 

 Carley Borcherding 

 Caprice Ellefson 

 Marla Hurley 

 Cheryl Frazier 

 Donna Teynor 

 Mike Ahlbrecht 

 Deb Rider 

 Karen Snitker 

 Vance Haugen 

 Nola Nagel 

 Cathie Nelson 

 Cindy Gordon 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Julie read off the minutes from the last meeting and requested 
approval.  The minutes are now posted on our website and will also 
start to be emailed out to everyone. 

2. Ideas are requested for what to do with the Oktoberfest money.  This 
money is to be spent on the Memorial Gardens.  The current balance 
for this is $857.50 (this year’s proceeds along with some left over from 
the prior year).  If anyone has any ideas, get together some cost 
estimates and send to Julie so that the options can be discussed at the 
Jan or Feb meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Deb Rider took the floor and explained that “Ask a Master Gardener” at 
the PdC library will begin again in January.  It is the 3rd Saturday of the 



month for 10 months (it is not held in Nov or Dec because of conflicts 
with the holidays).  It is at 9:00-11:00.  Deb will be there each Saturday 
but she is looking for volunteers to help her.  If you are interested 
please reach out to Deb.  The PdC library has been relocated due to 
construction on the building.  It is currently in the lower level of St. 
John’s @720 S. Wacouta Ave.  MGVs who volunteer will get hours. 

2. The MGV program schedule for 2018 was passed out.  Sandy worked 
hard on organizing it and Karen created the brochure. 

3. It was pointed out that the Feb monthly meeting will be held on 
Thursday, 2/15, because of Valentine’s Day. 

4. Caprice Ellefson took the floor to explain changes that are being 
presented to the current by-laws.  The changes will be posted in the Jan 
newsletter and voted on at the Jan or Feb meeting. 

 VP duties to include: 
o Back up for the President for meetings 
o Record Keeping which includes: 

o The Annual Accomplishment Report (AAR) 
o Making sure that the project sheets are submitted at the 

end of the year 
o Making sure that hours are entered by the end of the 

year 

 Newsletter editor added as a new board member, duties to include: 
o Monthly newsletter 

5. Farm to School:  Two young ladies (Meg and Emily) came to the board 
meeting and asked for the MGVs help with a new project.  It is 
tentatively being called Winter Wellness Workshop.  They are planning 
on children and parent oriented workshops and were hoping that the 
MGVs might do something like a fairy garden.  A hand’s on workshop 
for kids.  It will be held at the Gays Mills Commerce Center (near the 
library).  It will be held 2/17 from 10:00am – 2:30pm.  A sign-up sheet 
was passed around for anyone interested in helping out.   



6. Farm to School:  Meg and Emily are also asking for help with some of 
the school gardens.  Specifically, right now, the Ba Kennedy School and 
Prairie Catholic.  Julie will get more details on contacts. 

7. Mike Maddox, Director at the state level, is planning on having a day 
long, hand’s on workshop.  The cost will probably be around $10-$20 
per person.  There is no date yet.  A sheet was passed around to 
identify anyone who would be interested in attending this workshop. 

8. There has been a suggestion to have a display board on the table 
outside of the room that we normally meet in.  This would supplement 
display boards that are sometimes displayed there.  A sign-up sheet 
was passed around for anyone who would be interested in helping to 
create and/or set up a display board.  This would probably be only 2-3 
displays, so every couple of months. 

9. Donna Teynor took the floor requesting help with filling the bird 
feeders through the winter near the Memorial Gardens.  She cannot do 
it until her leg heals more.  A sign-up sheet was passed around. 

10. Julie presented some fun numbers: 
o 197 – how many accumulated years of experience from certified 

Crawford County Master Gardeners 
o 25 – WIMGA’s 25th anniversary 
o 10 – Crawford County MGV’s 10th anniversary 

11. Julie passed out the Annual Accomplishment Report for Crawford      
  County MGVs for 2017.  We have 22 certified MGVs.  She called out the  
  comparison of hours from 2016 and 2017 and we exceeded the hours in  
  every category. 

12. Kathy Leard is retiring from the MGVs due to health issues.  She is 
asking for a volunteer to take over her Shade Garden at the Memorial 
Gardens.  This garden does not take a lot of work.  It was also suggested 
that she be honored as a lifetime MGV for our Crawford County group.  
Donna Teynor made the motion.  Marla Hurley seconded it.  The vote 
was unanimous. 
 



We all took a break to enjoy the holiday treats. 

Julie presented awards for hours and new certifications.  Caprice will put the 
details in the January newsletter. 

Mike Albrecht (from the Parks & Rec for PdC) took the floor to thank all of us 
for all of our efforts for PdC.  He gave a brief history of the inception of the 
project “Kids in the Garden” (KIG), presented a display board of KIG, he 
presented 2017 Silver Award for the best youth program in Wisconsin to 
Donna Teynor (project owner) and a framed picture of Donna and the kids.   

Donna Teynor took the floor to thank all of the MGVs who helped her with 
the project. 

Julie demonstrated how to make holiday arrangements using natural plants 
available at this time of the year.  And how to dress up an old white flower 
pot or bucket to look like a snowman face to plant your holiday 
arrangements in. 

 

 


