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March Meeting Dates 
The Advisory Board meeting is Wednesday, March 7, at 

5:30 pm at the Crawford County Administration Building. 

The next regular Master Gardener’s meeting is 

Wednesday, March 14, at 6:30 pm at the Crawford County 

Administration Building.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FOR MARCH 

 

Mar. 3:  Washburn Community 

Garden Expo-10:30am at the 

Lincoln Middle School Gym in 

LaCrosse 

Mar. 7:  Executive Board 

Meeting-5:30pm at the County 

Administration Building.  

Mar. 10:  Spring into 

Gardening conference-7:30am 

in LaCrosse. 

Mar. 14:  Regular MG Meeting-

6:30pm at the County 

Administration Building.   

Mar. 17:  St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade 

Mar. 24:  UW Richland Center 

Garden Expo-9:00am at their 

campus 

    Save the Date 

                   Saturday, April 7th 

Grant County gardening conference:  “Ready, Set, Grow” 

Sign-in starts at 7:45am w/snacks & drinks 

Program ends at 12:30pm 

Vesperman’s Farm:  8149 Stage Rd, Lancaster 

 At this month’s meeting 

Donna Teynor will be giving a 

demo on how to start seeds 

indoors to be transplanted 

into your garden.   

 

 Donna will show us the 

secrets to successful seed 

starting so be sure to attend. 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

Winter Wellness Workshop—2/17 in Gays Mills, WI 

by Donna Teynor (MG Volunteer) 

Joe Morovits, Nola Nagel and I made fairy gardens with 14 Kids and 11 adults and we all had a 

great time.  The adults were just as excited to make fairy gardens as the kids were.  Meg and 

Emily arranged a tour of Kickapoo Exchange and everyone enjoyed the samples that they 

served.  Meg shared a recipe and gave a demo on root vegetable slaw that was amazing.  She 

used all root vegetables.  (For the recipe go to:  https://www.driftlessorganics.com/root-

vegetable-slaw/).  I had never used raw beets in a salad but they were wonderful.  The lunch 

was provided by the 4-H club, Nifty Neighbors.  They prepared 3 different types of wrap 

sandwiches, fresh vegetables, hummus and amazing oatmeal raisin cookies.  The lunch was 

delicious.  The vermicomposting seminar was very interesting and it is amazing how much 1 

worm can consume in a day.  The final demo of the day was Yoga and everyone in the building, 

except for me, was on mats doing Yoga.  My great-granddaughter did not want to leave, she 

was enjoying every bit of the day.  So did the rest of the crowd.  The crowd was not large but 

they all participated in the activities and had a great time.  Good job Meg and Emily!” 

Madison Garden Expo—2/10 in Madison, WI 

by Cheryl Frazier (MG Associate) 

 

Several of the Crawford County Master Gardener members attended this conference.  There 
were a number of seminars on a wide range of topics but I found the one on mushrooms to 
be the most interesting.  Laura Kahles, of Field and Forest Products, gave a talk and 
demonstration on MycroRecycle: Transform Everyday Items into Mushroom Gardens.  The 
substrates included everything from chopped straw (best for oyster mushrooms) to shredded 
cardboard and old blue jeans.  Containers ranged from cardboard boxes to old buckets, 
using dry cleaning bags to create a humid environment for the initial stages. The emphasis 
was on keeping everything clean and DO NOT over water unless you are going for the 
mushy, moldy look.  
 
I felt inspired to try the wine caps and oyster mushrooms with a substrate of shredded office 
paper, wood chips and Cowsmoo (composted organic cow manure) in old kitty litter buckets. 
We'll (hubby and I) drill several holes on each side for aeration and to provide a place for the 
spore to grow through. The lids will allow us to stack the buckets so we'll have mushroom 
condos. With any luck, in a couple of months there will be enough to share with the group!"  
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

Note from Donna Teynor: 

Last fall we applied for and were granted a $400 Educational Grant from WIMGA to be used to create 

our own StoryWalk® for the Kids in the Garden program.  Last year we used the StoryWalk® books that 

we borrowed from Healthy Roots.  Although they were great books, most of them did not fit well with our 

learning subjects for Kids in the Garden.  The grant money allowed us to purchase 7 books that have 

stories that go well with our lesson of the day. The titles of our books are:  

1. Hummingbirds: Faster than a Jet! 

2. National Geographic Kids:  Bees 

3. National Geographic Kids:  Great Migrations Butterflies 

4. Way to Grow! Gardening Composting 

5. Ants (Nature’s Friends) 

6. Inside the Worm's Hole 

7. Johnny Appleseed 

 

As you see we have great titles for our program this year and hope to share them with others offering the 

StoryWalk® program.  In Crawford County, Healthy Roots and the Prairie du Chien Public Library also do 

a StoryWalk®  and we know that they will benefit from borrowing ours. 

Note from Julie Hazen: 

Here are some upcoming Continuing Education opportunities* for March: 

1. LaCrosse Washburn Community Garden Expo:  Saturday, 3/3, held at Lincoln Middle School 

2. LaCrosse Bluff County MGVs “Spring into Gardening”:  Saturday, 3/10, featuring Melinda Myers 

3. UW Richland Center Garden Expo:  Saturday, 3/24, held on campus 

 

Happy Learning! 

And hopefully you will learn something new that you may want to share with our group. 

 

*To find out more information:  check out page 4 of this newsletter, go to the state MG website or Google 

the event. 

Additional Continuing Education opportunities: 

UTube – anything related to gardening (example:  pruning trees) but it must be university based 

https://wimastergardener.org/articles/  - you will get 30 minutes credit for each video (you must submit 

a comment about the article to get the credit) 

https://wimastergardener.org/plants-plus/ - you will get 2 hours credit for each video (you must 

complete and submit the 5 question quiz) 

https://wimastergardener.org/articles/


4  

 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Saturday, March 17th 

At St. Feriole Island in Prairie du Chien 

MGVs are meeting at 9:30am to prepare 

Parade starts at 10:00am 

We will be handing out “Kids in the Garden” brochures 

Bring your MGV apron and name tags (if you have them) 

 

Come march in the parade and join the fun! 

 

Upcoming Events 

CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

“Spring into Gardening” Garden Conference 

Saturday, March 10th 

Starts at 7:30am — Ends at 3:30pm 

Hosted by the Bluff County MGVs and featuring Melinda Myers as the guest speaker 

$35 for full day (lunch included) 

$25 for half day (either AM or PM, no lunch) 

Pre-registration ends 3/1  

 

For more information and the full schedule go to:  

http://www.bluffcountrymastergardeners.org/2018-spring-into-gardening1.html 

Washburn Garden Expo 

Saturday, March 3rd 

Starts at 10:30am — Ends at 2:30pm 

At the Lincoln Middle School gym in LaCrosse 

Free to the public (lunch included) 

 

For more information and the full schedule go to: 

https://washburnneighborhood.wordpress.com/events/ 

UW Richland Center 6th Annual Garden Expo 

Saturday, March 24th 

Starts at 9:00am — Ends at 4:00pm 

UW-Richland Wallace Student Center 

$10 pre-registration (lunch included) 

$12 at the door (lunch included) 

 

 For more information and the full schedule go to: 

https://ce.uwc.edu/uploads/course/garden-expo-2018-flyer.pdf 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

At February’s Meeting:  Carley Borcherding gave a lecture 

and hosted a hand’s on workshop on pressed flowers, 

leaves, seeds and other plants.  We all got to pick out 

different sized cardstock and make beautiful arrangements 

with the many samples of dried plants that she supplied. 

At the end of the meeting she let us take as many of her 

dried flowers and leaves home with us as we wanted to 

make more beautiful artwork. 

She had some of her own artwork, using pressed plants, on display and 

they were amazing. 
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Crawford County’s MG Association’s Mission Statement:  We 
TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and SERVE, connecting with the 
University of Wisconsin and engaging with them in transforming 
lives and communities. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 

programming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 

Highlighting MGVs for March 

Marla (Hurley) Cameron:  Marla became an MGV in 2016 and was voted in as our Treasurer that 

same year.  She is from La Crosse, WI and moved to Soldiers Grove, WI for love.  She was married 

just last month (in February).  She wanted to become a master gardener because she wanted to 

establish friends near her new home.  So, when one day her fiancé (now her husband) came home 

with a news clipping about a Master Gardener Volunteer class being offered she was excited to fill out 

her applications.  And the rest is history.  Marla has a love for Monarchs or anything butterfly.  Her most 

successful project is a pollinator garden in Gays Mills, WI at the fairgrounds. This garden is now a 

Monarch Way Station and part of the Million Pollinator Challenge.  She is learning about how to make a 

difference in the Monarch butterfly restoration. 

Teri Johnson:  Teri grew up in New Hampton, Iowa but has lived in PdC for nearly 30 years.   Growing 

up, her mom was a gardener and she inherited her love of gardening from her.  She decided to 

become a master gardener to learn as much as she could about gardening, as most of what she knew 

was self-taught.  She took the class several years ago, but just recently has become actively involved 

with the MGVs. Her true love is for flowers and her children have nicknamed her “flowerladyteri.”  She 

has several flower gardens in her back yard consisting of annuals and perennials.  In the past few 

years she has started to do “theme” gardens.  She has an antique garden and a blue garden and she 

loves taking pictures of her flowers and turning the pictures into projects.  She has made canvas prints 

and decorated her bathroom walls with them!  So, if you ever stop to visit, look for her among her 

flowers! 

Carley Borcherding:   Carley became an MGV in 2002.  She grew up in PdC but now lives in 

Platteville, WI.  Twenty-one years ago her husband and she purchased an over-grown lot that once 

was a garden with shade wild flowers, perennials, shrubs and trees, including walnut trees.  She 

became an MGV in hopes of restoring it and keeping it a "green space".  In 2004, she was among 

many volunteers who helped establish Katie's Garden in Platteville.  Today, she and Kathy Kubitz (a 

Grant County MGV) maintain the fairy, sensory and rain gardens there.  Carley loves working with 

children, especially doing fairy gardens, native plants and gardening and planting practices.  Her 

latest project is launching StoryWalk®  throughout Grant County. 


