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May Meeting Dates 
The Advisory Board meeting is Wednesday, May 2, at 

5:30 pm at the Crawford County Administration Building. 

The next regular Master Gardeners’ meeting is 

Wednesday, May 9, at 6:30 pm at the Crawford County 

Administration Building.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FOR MAY 

May 2:  Executive Board 

Meeting-5:30pm at the County 

Administration Building.  

May 9:  Regular MG Meeting-

6:30pm at the County 

Administration Building.   

May 12:  *Memorial Gardens 

Plant Sale—8:00am-12:00pm at 

St. Feriole Island, PdC 

May 22:  *Responding to 

Horticulture Inquiries Training—

8:30am—4:30pm at Dane 

County UW-Extension, Madison 

May 26:  *Crawford County 

Master Gardeners’ Fund 

Raiser—8:00am-1:00pm at 

Lucky Park, PdC 

 

*See pages 6-7 for more details. 

Save the Dates (more on Page 2) 

Crawford County Dairy Breakfast 

Saturday, June 2nd 

Flansburgh’s Farm in Bridgeport, WI 

 

Mike Maddox Horticulture Therapy Seminar 

Friday, June 8th 

Youth & Ag Building in Lancaster, WI 

At this month’s meeting we will be 

drawing for teams for 

the Crawford County 

Fair - Color Wheel 

Garden.   

We will have a plant & seed 

exchange.  So bring your extra 

seedlings and extra seeds to 

share.   

Also, Nola Nagel will explain how 

to enter exhibits in the county fair. 
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Save the Dates (continued) 

From some of our members 

  

Friends of the Library Garden Walk 

Saturday, July 14th 

Misc. gardens in Prairie du Chien, WI (TBD) 

 

Crawford County Fair—Cleanup Day 

  Saturday, August 11th 

  Gays Mills, WI 

 

Crawford County Fair—”Fair Fever—Catch the Fun” 

August 22-26 

Gays Mills, WI 

 

WIMGA Conference 

September 21-22 

Eau Claire, WI 

The Vold Plant Dig 
 

By Sandy Vold (MG Volunteer) 

 

I just wanted to thank those MG Volunteers who helped with the plant dig.  With 

the help of my husband, Ken, and the MGVs who could come, we were finished 

cleaning out two big beds by about 2:00p.m.  I hadn’t thought we’d even finish in 

one day.  Cathie Nelson’s husband, Tom, transported three pickup loads of plants 

back to PdC.  So if you weren’t able to come, don’t feel bad, it was a success.  

However, if you have time in the next week or so, most of those plants have to be 

potted and many could still be divided before potting.  We just dug them up and 

stuck them in bags or containers but didn’t take time to pot them.  Give Cathie a 

call if you have a little free time and would like to help.  I’m going to try to get 

over there Tuesday (5/1) to help.   
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Sweet Potato Lime Cake 
 

Courtesy of Deb Rider (MG Volunteer) 

 

Cake: 

1 1/2 cups flour 

2/3 cup unsweetened, shredded coconut 

2 tsp. ground ginger 

2 tsp. baking powder 

1/2 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. salt 

12 oz. roasted, mashed sweet potatoes 

3 large eggs 

1 Tbls. grated lime zest 

1 cup brown sugar 

1/2 cup coconut oil (melted and warm) 

1 Tbls. vanilla extract 

3/4 cup milk 

 

Glaze: 

3/4 cup powdered sugar 

1 Tbls. lime juice 

 

 

In a food processor, process coconut until it is more flour-like.  In a large bowl, 

stir together flour, ground coconut, ginger, baking powder, baking soda and salt.  

In a food processor, add mashed sweet potatoes and process until smooth.  Add 

eggs, lime zest, brown sugar, coconut oil, vanilla extract and milk.  Process until 

smooth.  Add the wet ingredients to the bowl of dry ingredients.  Mix together.  

Pour into a well greased 9x13” baking dish.  Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 

minutes.  Meanwhile, whisk together powdered sugar and lime juice.  Pour over 

cake as soon as it comes out of the oven. 
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A Note from Nola: 
Nola Nagle needs canning lids for an Oktoberfest craft.  When you open a jar, simply rinse the flat 

lid, dry it and save it for Nola.  You can bring any lids you save to one of our meetings and we will 

made sure that they get to Nola. 

A Note from Deb and Mary: 
Mary Novey and Deb Rider, along with the Friends of the Library, are organizing a Garden Walk 

fund raiser to raise funds for the Prairie du Chien library.  They currently have 5 private gardens 

for the tour and are looking for a 6th.  If you know of anyone that has a unique or lovely garden 

that might be interested in being a part of the tour please let Deb or Mary know.  Also, they are 

looking for volunteer MGs to help with answering questions from the public.  They would like one 

or two MGs to sit with the home / garden owner and a Friend of the Library.  If you would like to 

volunteer it will be Saturday, July 14th at 1:00-4:00pm.  Please contact Deb or Mary.  You will get 

volunteer hours for your time and travel. 

A Note from Cathie:    
St. Feriole Island Perennial Plant Sale - if you want to donate plants it will be appreciated.  Just 

remember the bigger the pot the more we can charge for the plant so if you are dividing plants, 

don’t divide them too small. 

 

If anyone wants to assist with the plant sale on the day of the sale that would be great.  Even if it 

is just talking, giving ideas out or getting ideas from the visitors.  It is not a chore.....it is fun to do.  

And you will want to stay to give yourselves a "pat on the back". 

A Note from Donna: 
Donna Teynor needs 7 or 8 oz. re-usable (washable) plastic cups for the Kids in the Garden so 

that she can give the kids water to drink during the sessions and not use throw-away paper cups.  

Let’s help her be planet friendly. 

Donna also still needs volunteers to help with some of the Kids in 

the Garden sessions.  Please contact her if you are interested in 

helping out.  Either a morning or afternoon session or both.  

Even if it is just one it will help.  You will get volunteer hours for 

your time and travel.  
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A Note from Julie: 

We need ideas for crafts / activities for the Make ‘n Take tables for the kids at the 

county fair and at Oktoberfest.  If you have any ideas, contact Julie Hazen. 

 

If you have any ideas for this year’s Crawford County Master Gardeners booth at 

the county fair, contact Julie.  We can do it similar to what we did last year, we can 

add to that, we can update it or we can do something totally new.  Suggestions are 

welcome. 

A Note from Sandy: 

Sandy Vold will again organize presentations and field trips for our monthly MGV 

meetings for next year.  If you have any suggestions or ideas, please forward to 

Sandy at ksclearcreekretreat@gmail.com or 608-391-0494.  Or bring your ideas to 

one of our meetings.  

Another Note from Donna: 

Nelson’s True Value in Prairie du Chien is looking for topics and volunteers to give 

seminars, workshops, presentations or demonstrations.  They start May 5th and 

there are still Saturdays open.  Please contact Donna Teynor with topics.  True 

Value will supply any materials needed for the seminar.  The seminars are about 

one hour long, 10:00-11:00am.  You will earn volunteer hours for all research, 

learning, preparation and teaching. 
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St. Feriole Island Perennial Plant Sale 

Saturday, May 12th 

8:00am to 12:00pm 

If you have any perennial plants that you would like to donate, please bring 

them to the Memorial Gardens and leave them in the back of the gardens 

near the Moore Building.  Make sure to label them with the common name, 

color and whether they are shade or sun plants.  You can also bring them 

to the gardens Friday, the day before the sale, starting in the afternoon or 

before the sale begins on Saturday morning. 

If you have any garden related items that you do not need anymore or over bought and would 

like to donate, they would be gladly accepted.  They try and sell more than just plants if they 

can. 

Come support these beautiful gardens.  Volunteers to help with the sales and questions from 

the customers would be appreciated.  You will get volunteer hours for your help and travel.  Or 

just come and browse the huge selection of plants for sale. 

All proceeds go to the Memorial Gardens. 

Upcoming Events for May 

Responding to Horticulture Inquiries - Training 

Tuesday, May 22nd 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

Cost:  $25 

Registration Deadline:  May 15 

Location:  Dane County UW-Extension 

       5201 Fen Oak Dr 

       Suite 138 

       Madison, WI 

 

For more information on registration go to:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/responding-to-hort-

inquiries-tickets-43618025689 
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Crawford County Master Gardener’s Fund Raiser 

Prairie du Chien Farmer’s Market in Lucky Park 

Saturday, May 26th 

8:00am to 1:00pm 
 

We are still looking for volunteers, even if it is only for an hour or two, to help sell 

and to host the “Ask a Master Gardener” table.  Come and support the farmer’s 

market and see what is offered.  Or buy some our “our” stuff and support us. 

We will be offering: 

Painted and natural hypertufa pots, large and small 

Small potted herbs along with free samples of cookies made with fresh herbs 

Potted annual and perennial plants / flowers 

Bird feeders made from old dishes with jars of bird seed to get you started 

Quilted placemats, table runners and aprons all with garden themed material 

Packets of herbal tea along with free samples of an herbal iced tea 

Mini terrariums 

Burlap shopping bags 

Ask a Master Gardener  

We are asking for donations of potted annual and perennial plants / flowers.  If you have some 

extra annuals that you started as seedlings or if you are dividing some of your perennials 

please donate them to our cause.  Label the plants with common name, color and whether they 

are shade or sun plants.  Bring them to this month’s meeting, May 9th.  Or drop them off at 

Cathie Nelson’s (just set them in front of the garage) no later than Wednesday, 5/23.  Her 

address is:  128 S. Prairie St. 

This will be funding for us!  If you can help out you will get volunteer hours for time spent 

helping and for travel.  If you have any questions, please contact Caprice Ellefson at 

cellef2011@gmail.com or 608-391-0535. 

REMINDER 

Something New—Our Own Fund Raiser! 
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Please welcome our newest MG Interns who just 

graduated Level 1 training last month.  Left to 

right is Karyl Fritsche, Lori Brey, Eric Brey and 

Cheryl Frazier. 

Highlighting Our New MG Interns for May 

Karyl Fritsche:  She is originally from Serena, Illinois where her family are still full time 

farmers.  She has a Soil and Crop Science degree from UW-Platteville, which is where she met 

her husband, Ryan Fritsche.  His family dairy farms between 

Steuben and Eastman, so that is how she came to call 

Crawford County home.  She has worked for the USDA-

NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) for 16 years 

in 5 different locations including two offices in Utah and three 

in southwest Wisconsin.  She spends her professional time 

assisting private landowners and land managers on how to 

conserve the natural resources of their land.  This includes 

everything from marking contour strips to building soil 

stabilization structures to restoring native prairies.  She 

spends her personal time refereeing her four very active 

children.  They are Clare (14), Hannah (10), Clark (8) and  

Harper (6).  They are very active in baseball, soccer, 

basketball, wrestling, band, piano, volleyball, church and 

bickering.   

She became interested in the Master Gardener Program after purchasing her home in 

Bridgeport Township last year.  She spends a lot of time helping others manage their land but 

she missed getting her own hands dirty.  While she thinks her yard is still a long way from MGV 

worthy status, she hopes to learn a lot from this great group to get it there.  While she truly 

enjoys donating her time she says she is not blessed with the coaching or teaching genes but 

she is still looking forward to giving back to the community where hopefully she can learn and 

give equally.   
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Highlighting Our New MG Interns for May (continued) 

Lori & Eric Brey:  Lori grew up outside of Boscobel on a dairy farm.  In her early 

childhood she helped her mom with the vegetable garden (until her dad decided 

that he needed a bigger hay field).  She also helped with the flower beds.  Eric 

grew up in Reedsburg.  Later, after his accident, he and his family moved to 

Richland Center.  Eric and Lori found they had a joint love of gardening.  They 

started by having houseplants and growing annuals in a kid's turtle shell 

sandbox.  After a few years of coming to Prairie du Chien for vacations, they 

decided to move to Prairie.  On June 1, 2016 they bought a house, packed the 

van and moved there with their cat, Snoopy, and bunny, Snowflake.  They 

decided to become Master Gardeners to have more knowledge about plant 

health, different types of plants and  overall care of plants.  They also wanted to 

be more involved with the community. 

Crawford County’s MG Association’s Mission Statement:  We 
TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and SERVE, connecting with the 
University of Wisconsin and engaging with them in transforming 
lives and communities. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 

programming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 

Cheryl Frazier:  Cheryl lives on a small hobby farm a little bit northwest of 
Eastman with her husband, Dan.  They are close enough to have a great view of 
the 4th of July fireworks.  She is originally from Texas but has lived all over (Army 
brat) and has had gardens ranging from zone 8 to zone 4.  Her husband and she 
manage a small, organic vegetable garden and participate in the Prairie Street 
Farmers Market every summer.  Years ago, her best friend and she decided, 
when they retired, they wanted to join the Master Gardener program together.  
Her friend, Michelle, was able to join 10 years ago but is no longer with us.  
Cheryl’s membership is in memory of her friend and their commitment to share 
their love of gardening. 


