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August Meeting Dates 
The Advisory Board meeting is Wednesday, August 1, at 

5:30 pm at the Crawford County Administration Building. 

The next regular Master Gardeners’ meeting is 

Wednesday, August 8, at 6:30 pm at Caprice Ellefson’s 

home.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FOR AUGUST 

Aug. 1:  Executive Board 

Meeting-5:30pm at the 

County Administration 

Building.  

Aug. 8:  Regular MG Meeting

-6:30pm at 25127 Haney 

Ridge Rd,  Boscobel, WI. 

Aug. 11:  Crawford County 

Fair—Cleanup Day-7:00am 

(but come when you can), 

Gays Mills, WI. (bring gloves 

and tools) 

Aug. 22:  Crawford County 

Fair MGV Booth Setup-

4:30pm, Gays Mills, WI 

Aug. 22-26:  Crawford County 

Fair, Gays Mills, WI. 

Aug. 26:  Crawford County 

Fair MGV Booth Takedown-
4:00pm, Gays Mills, WI 

Save the Dates  

WIMGA Conference 

September 21-22 

Eau Claire, WI 

MGV Vice President and Editor, 

Caprice Ellefson, will host the 

meeting this month at her home 

where she will give you a tour of 

her gardens and the fairy 

garden that her granddaughters 

created.  Snacks and 

refreshments will be served 

during the meeting. 

 
(see page 2 for address & directions) 

Oktoberfest 

October 20 

Prairie du Chien, WI 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

From some of our members 

From Deb Rider:   

I would like to thank our group for the excellent show of support and help with the Prairie 
du Chien Library's fund raiser on Saturday, July 14th.  The garden tour was a success in 
large part because of the active help from several MGVs.  Thank you for showing up and 
supporting each garden owner.  

We provided an afternoon of viewing beautiful gardens, awareness of the needs in the 
library and an opportunity to talk with other interested gardeners. 

Thank you so much for the hours of help. 

 

From Julie Hazen:   

Here are some statistics from the garden tour:  they sold about 45 tickets and cleared $650.  

The Friends of the Library were VERY thankful for our participation. We had a total of 12 MGs 

participate (3 as garden hosts and 9 as volunteers at each of the gardens).  

From Nola Nagel:   

I need pom-poms for a “make ‘n take” craft for the kids during Oktoberfest.  If you have any 

that you would like to donate, it would be greatly appreciated. 

From Caprice Ellefson:   

Directions to my house (about 40 minutes for the Walmart in PdC): 

Hwy 60 towards Boscobel 

Turn left on County E (just before the bridge into Boscobel) - go about 4 miles 

Turn right on Maple Ridge Rd. - go about 2 miles 

Turn right on Haney Ridge Rd. (Maple Ridge Rd. goes to the left, Haney to the right) 

Our home is the first driveway on the left – about .3 miles, just past Spring Valley Rd. 

 

25127 Haney Ridge Rd. 

Boscobel, WI 

608-391-0535 (cell) 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

 

 

From some of our members (continued) 

From Carley Borcherding:   

The Grant County Master Gardeners’ bus trip, 
July 6, to the Land of the Giant Hostas and 
Rotary Gardens at Janesville proved to be 
both interesting and inspiring.  At the Land of 
the Giant Hostas there were too many hostas 
that I liked, but no room in my garden (beside 
the fact that I'm suppose to  downsize).  And 
yet I still came home with 2 dwarf hostas. The 
series of mouse ears hostas is my latest 
weakness. 

Every year at Rotary Gardens Mark Dryer, his 
staff and volunteers always put out a new 
display that will awe any gardener. I always 
seem to gravitate to the children's garden and 
the therapy/sensory/healing garden.  This year StoryBook was unbelievable.  StoryWalk 
was about frogs and the effect the environment is having on them along with their life 
cycle. They took it a step further than just laminating the pages of the book and attaching 
them to posts by creating miniature scenes at each post, including a series on a frog's life 
stages in a  greenhouse.  Another impressive idea was a kiosk with flowers planted along 
the top.  When you opened the doors below, you saw a plexi-glass window exposing the 
root systems of the flowers.   

I've been to Rotary Garden several times and have never been disappointed.  I always 
come away with new ides to try.  And, although the colorful, corrugated metal, drainage 
pipes that were set up on end for planters, are quite spectacular; I can't quite picture 
them in my garden.....yet. 

Kiosk with flowers and view of root system 

From Julie Hazen (on hours):   

It isn’t too soon to start to gather the hours you volunteered this year – the annual re-

porting will be here before you know it.  Also, do you have enough continuing education 

hours?  If not, you can get them on the State MGV website. 

 Get 30 minutes for reading articles and entering a comment on https://

wimastergardener.org/articles/ 

 Get 2 hours for reading on-line training and completing the short quiz on https://

docs.google.com/document/d/1M_VYmQz4mJQ8VX3cRypIpVArHwcdBikYE-

hO7G3cMa4/edit#heading=h.gztz6mn0xtjf 

https://wimastergardener.org/articles/
https://wimastergardener.org/articles/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M_VYmQz4mJQ8VX3cRypIpVArHwcdBikYE-hO7G3cMa4/edit#heading=h.gztz6mn0xtjf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M_VYmQz4mJQ8VX3cRypIpVArHwcdBikYE-hO7G3cMa4/edit#heading=h.gztz6mn0xtjf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M_VYmQz4mJQ8VX3cRypIpVArHwcdBikYE-hO7G3cMa4/edit#heading=h.gztz6mn0xtjf
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

From Julie Hazen: 

If you have photos from this year, would you please email them to me at 

hazen800@centurytel.net.  I am looking for pictures that represent TEACH, 

LEARN, LEAD and SERVE. 

 

From some of our members (continued) 

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE FAIR THIS 

MONTH! 

From Julie Hazen: 

Do you have any ideas for “make it ‘n take it” 

crafts for the kids for our fair booth in the 

commercial building for the county fair?  If so, 

bring your ideas to the next meeting or 

contact Julie directly.  

Do you have any ideas to add to the displays 

in our two fair booths (the large booth in the commercial building and the 

smaller booth in the youth building)?  If you do, bring your ideas to the 

next meeting or contact Julie directly. 

Remember to have your Color Wheel Garden pots ready for the county 

fair.  They should be brought to the fairgrounds on Tuesday, Aug. 21st.  

Please send the list of the plants in your pot to Caprice Ellefson 

(cellef2011@gmail.com) by Friday, Aug. 17th, so that she has enough 

time to make up the posters that will go with each pot. 

Anyone who wants to help set up for the fair, the help will be appreciated.  

Come to the fairgrounds on Tuesday, Aug. 21st at 4:00pm.  

From Julie Hazen (on hours continued): 

While compiling your volunteer hours remember to fill out an Annual Project 

Event Report for each of your projects.  To get a copy of the report to fill out, 

go to https://crawford.uwex.edu/master-gardener-program/.  A list of reports 

and directions is at the bottom of the webpage. 

https://crawford.uwex.edu/master-gardener-program/
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

 

Friends of the Library Garden Walk 

This first time fund raiser for the Prairie du 

Chien library was held on Saturday, July 14th.  

There were 8 gardens on the tour, each 

hosted by the garden owner and an MG. 

 

(more pictures on next page) 

One of Mary Sprotsy’s Gardens.  Mary 

uses vegetables between her many 

flowers. 

Aron Cavanaugh’s Pond Garden was 

calming and cool. 

Friend of the Library, Karen Baszyinski, hears 

about Patty Bailey’s shade garden from MG 

Intern, Cheryl Frazier. 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

 

Friends of the Library Garden Walk  

(continued) 

Kathy Koch shows the Eastmans 

some of her 60 varieties of daylilies. 

MGV Donna Teynor ends the tour at St. 

Feriole Island Memorial Gardens showing 

everyone monarch caterpillars. 

MGV Teri Johnson displays a 

unique framed window box in her 

Blue Garden. 

Pat Arnold shows a corner of the backyard 

garden she started after planting a hedge of 

lilacs. 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH YEAR 

Crawford County’s MG Association’s Mission Statement:  
We TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and SERVE, connecting with 
the University of Wisconsin and engaging with them in 
transforming lives and communities. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 

programming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 

Highlighting MG Volunteers for August 

Cathie Nelson:  Way back in 1993, when Cathie was working for Blair Dillman as manager  of the 
Barn Restaurant, he must have felt she had some extra time on her hands (if you know Blair...50 hours a 
week is a weak job).  He wanted her to go to the Iowa Master Gardener Class in Elkader.  He was getting 
ready to open the Barnyard 9 Golf Course and there were areas on the course that he felt needed something 
other than turf grass so she was to learn about planting interesting shrubs, ornamental grasses, etc.  There 
was no master gardener program in Prairie du Chien at that time.  So off Cathie went every Tuesday night for 
three months.  It was led by the county Ag. man.  There were 21 students, male and female.  At every 
meeting they had different presenters giving the required lesson.  The presenters were very knowledgeable 
in the subject of the class, such as an arborist taught them about trees.  She went to Iowa State University in 
Ames twice, once for bugs and once for diseases, on two different Saturdays.  Someone was always asked 
to bring a treat for the meeting break....they  always had a break.   

Cathie graduated from the class and then continued going to their seminars.  She also worked on the “pretty 
side” of Blair's Barnyard 9 Golf Course for many years.   

Once the master gardener classes were started in Crawford County, she went to their Master Gardener 
Class here in PdC and became a Crawford County Master Gardener also.  

Cathie has taken on many various garden projects.  On of them was when she designed and planted 
walkway plants on the river side of the "Train Cars" .  It was Blair's idea to put his train cars along the river.  
These included a Bar Car, Ice Cream Car, History Car and a Caboose.  It was not financially profitable and 
so, after 5 years, he removed it all.  But by that time Cathie had other areas to watch over.  She still 
has various spots that may only require a gallon of water three times a week or others that need heavier 
watering and weed pulling.  But Cathie states that she meets so many nice people when she gardens that 
she truly enjoys the work. 

Her true love is the Memorial Gardens.  It all started after her mother passed away.  She left money to each 
one of her children with the wish that they would use it for the cities each of them lived in.  It would be her 
way of thanking the cities for taking care of her children.  Cathie and her husband partnered with Old Roy 
George for a gazebo for PdC.  With the aid of Blair Dillman for the cement, they installed it on St. Feriole 
Island and called the area "Mother's Gazebo".  Old Roy felt they should ask the city for the entire block and 
hence....St. Feriole Memorial Gardens was born. 

Certainly Memorial Gardens is a BIG undertaking, but there are many people with their own areas to tend so 
she feels the work is fun and, again, she gets to meet a lot of people and finds it very fulfilling work.   

Cathie tells us, “I am glad to be a Master Gardner!” 


