
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY MASTER GARDENER MINUTES 
AUGUST 8, 2018 
 
Fifteen people attended the August 8, 2018 meeting held at Caprice Ellefson’s house.  
 
Following a tour of Caprice’s beautiful gardens, which included two fairy gardens, President Ju-
lie Hazen called the meeting to order and passed out a list of “Top Ten Ways to Get Color With-
out Flowers.” The following topics were discussed: 
 
Money: We will get some money back from the horticultural therapy workshop. The exact 
amount is unknown, since not all expenses have been deducted. 
 
Annual report, hours and dues: Caprice reminded members that annual reports must be filled 
out for on-going projects as well as new ones. Hours and dues must be turned in by Oct. 1. 
Members should claim all hours of service rather than just the minimum, since this information is 
used to document the service that master gardeners provide throughout the state. 
 
Grants: In addition to the state WIMGA grants available, Crawford County MGs will now be able 
to apply for grants from our own organization, due to the money raised from plant sales this 
summer. Application forms will soon be available. 
 
Proposed pollinator garden at La Riviere Park: Julie talked to Dennis Kirschbaum, and it is 
uncertain if the garden will happen, 
 
New park bench at St. Feriole Island Garden: Julie thanked Joe Morovits for delivering the 
park bench we purchased for the pond at the gardens. 
 
Master Gardener Apparel: Julie passed around a signup sheet for those interested in purchas-
ing MG aprons or  T-shirts.  If there is enough interest she will contact Grant County to see if 
they would be interested in going together to place an order. 
 
Youth Conservation Day: We will not participate this year, but observers may attend to see if 
we are interested in helping with this next year. It is Thursday, 9/27 
 
Next year’s SFIG plant sale: Julie has been trying to contact the woman who offered us plants 
from an old farmhouse. If she is still offering them, it would be nice to dig them this fall for next 
year’s plant sale. Moica Horner offered her property to dig a trench and plant potted plats to 
overwinter them. 
 
Gays Mills public gardens: Monica Horner and  Eileen Olson have been doing some weeding 
following a request for assistance. 
 
Potential new MG volunteers: Julie asked for volunteers to communicate with people who 
have expressed interest in becoming master gardeners and invite them to our meetings.Cheryl 
Frazier, Donna Teynor and Cindy Gordon volunteered. The training class will be offered again 
this spring if there is sufficient interest. 
 
Oktoberfest: Nola Nagel reported the craft needs for Oktoberfest include artificial flowers, one 
inch pompoms, construction paper and dried weeds and flowers. She also requested that peo-
ple start rinsing out and saving Peak Tea bottles for a craft next year.There will also be a gift 
basket raffle again. Oktoberfest is October 20. 



 

 

 
Library Garden Tour: The event was successful and Friends of the Library would like to repeat 
it next year. Anyone who has suggestions for other gardens to be toured should contact Deb 
Rider or Mary Novey. 
 
County Fair: Preparation dates are Saturday, August 11 for general cleanup, and Wednesday, 
August 22 for setup and delivery of color wheel planters. People bringing planters are asked to 
turn in a list of the plants in their containers to Caprice by August 17 so she can make signs. 
 
We will have a large booth in the commercial building with a make it and take it project—a 
friendship rock—and a display on Monarch butterflies. There will be another smaller display in 
the youth building. Volunteers are needed for the make it and take it project. 
 
A story walk on butterflies will be set up around the Birds and the Bees pollinator garden, 
 
Pictures of projects are needed for display at the fair. 
 
Celebrity News: Cindy Gordon will be interviewed for a newspaper article about her efforts in 
reviving the Monarch butterfly population. 
 
Program Committee:  Cheryl Frazier and Carley Borcherding volunteered to help Sandy Vold 
in preparing next year’s monthly program. 
 
Secretary: Sandy Vold asked to be replaced as secretary since she has served in that capacity 
since the group was organized 10 years ago. Cheryl Frazier was elected to replace her. 


