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SPEAKING & DEMONSTRATION  
CONTEST 2020 

February 22, 2020; 9:00 a.m. 

Seneca Schools 
The Speaking & Demonstration Contest Grade divisions and time limits are as follows:  

K -2nd Grade: 1-3 Minutes 

3-5 Grade: 3-5 minutes 

6-8 Grade: 4-6 Minutes 

9-13 grade: 5-7 minutes 

Categories: (You may participate in one individual category and one group category) 

Interpretive Reading of Prose 
Participants select written prose. Prose is ordinary language. It can include stories, play cuttings, narratives or anything not written as a 
poem. The material is read with personal interpretation being presented; do not memorize it.  

Interpretive Reading of Poetry 
Participants select poetry. It may be a single poem, a cutting from a single poem, or several related poems. Poetry is rhythmical. The 
composition is then read with person interpretation being presented; do not memorize it. 

Original Prose 
Participants select a prose (story) that they have written. The material is read with personal interpretation being presented; do not 
memorize it. 

Original Poetry 
Participants select a poem or group of poems that they have written. The material is read with personal interpretation being presented; 
do not memorize it.  

Original Speech (Cloverbuds are NOT eligible to enter this category). 

Participants write an original speech on any subject. Do not confuse with original prose. A speech is not a story, but one main idea that 
is developed and supported with facts.  

4-H Creed: Time limit does not apply.  

The 4-H Creed 

I believe in 4-H Club work for the opportunity it will give me to become a useful citizen. 

I believe in the training of my HEAD for the power it will give me to think, to plan and to reason 

I believe in the training of my HEART for the nobleness it will give me to be kind, sympathetic and true 

I believe in the training of the HANDS for the ability it will give me to be helpful, skillful, and useful. 

I believe in the training of my HEALTH for the strength it will give me to enjoy life, to resist disease, and to work efficiently. 

I believe in the country, my state and my community and in my responsibility for their development.  

In all these things I believe, and I am willing to dedicate my efforts to their fulfillment.  

The Speaking Contest has a category specifically for the 4-H Creed. The details are as follows: 

Grades 3-5: Read or memorize the creed, there is no markdown for not memorizing. Participants will be rated on delivery 
of the creed.  

Grades 6-8: Memorize the creed. Five points will be deducted if the creed is read not memorized. Participants will be rated 
on delivery and their response to the question, “What does the creed mean to you?” 

Grades 9 and up: Memorize the creed. Ten points will be deducted if the creed is read not memorized. Participants will be 
rated on delivery, their response to the questions “what does the creed mean to you?” and their response to two other questions 
that will be asked of them.   



4-H PLEDGE 
I PLEDGE MY HEAD TO CLEARER THINKING, MY HEART TO GREATER LOYALTY, MY HANDS TO 

LARGER SERVICE, AND MY HEALTH TO BETTER LIVING, FOR MY CLUB MY COMMUNITY MY 
COUNTRY AND MY WORLD. 
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SPEAKING CONTEST CONTINUED 

Play Acting  
Purpose of the Category:  To develop skill in ensemble dramatic presentation of a scene or cutting from a play. 
Definition:  An entry in the Play Acting category is a presentation of a scene or cutting from a play by a group of two to five 
participants.  Lines are to be spoken from memory and participants are expected to move as they would in a fully produced play.  The 
scene selected for presentation must be presented without costumes, makeup, lights, or properties other than an available table (or 
desk as a substitute) and chairs if required.  Hand props as well as stage props (except those mentioned) are not permitted.  Music 
and mechanical or electronic sound effects are also prohibited.  Emphasis is on the development of the character and appropriate 
physical movement.  Physical actions other than stage movement will need to be pantomimed.  It is permissible for participants to 
play more than one character or for groups to present dramatic materials or production styles are subject to evaluation.  Extreme 
fragmentation of actors into multiple roles may have a severely adverse impact on the ability to develop a believable character 
portrayal during the limited time available.  

Rules: 
1.)  Play Acting is an ensemble presentation by 2-5 students. 
2.)  Costumes, props, sound, and lighting are not allowed.  Vocal music, if used, must be one point deduction.  Available tables and 
chairs may be used.   

 

4-H Pledge for K-2nd only 
 

Demonstration Contest 
Held in conjunction with the Speaking Contest. 

Did you ever teach someone how to ride a skateboard? Or tie a shoe? Or stitch a seam? Or saddle a horse? That’s a demonstration. 
Demonstrations are just showing and telling some else how to do something.  

ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT IT, you probably just need to polish up your demonstration skill a little and get used to showing and telling 
several people at once.  

If you are interested in participating in the Demonstration contest, you may enter individually or do a team demonstration. If you would 
like more information on how to do a demonstration, a “Let’s Demonstrate” informational booklet is available at the UW-Extension 
office free of charge.  

Categories:  (Participants can only enter ONE demonstration) either individual or team. 

 

All presentations will be judged on CONTENT (suitable for age, quality and understanding of selection) and 
PRESENTATION (clarity and pronunciation, voice emphasis, eye contact, audience appeal, composure, delivery 
and kept within the time limit allotted).  

 

To register for the Speaking and Demonstration Contest, email the following information to Steph 
(stephanie.mezera@ces.uwex.edu) by February 12, 2020.  

 Name 

 Grade 

 Title of Performance (please submit when registering, this helps us with arrangement of the program). 

 Category (Interpretive Reading of Prose, Original Prose, Original Speech, Play Acting, Interpretive Reading of Poetry, Original 
Poetry, 4-H Creed, 4-H Pledge (K-2 only), or demonstration). 

 Any special accommodation required, if yes please describe. 


