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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FOR FEBRUARY 

Feb. 9:  MG Advisory Board 

Meeting-5:30pm at the County 

Administration Building 

Feb. 9:  *MG Membership 

Meeting-6:30pm at the County 

Administration Building 

Feb 11-13:  **Madison Garden 

Expo at the Alliance Center, 

Madison, WI. 

*The conference call line will be 

open during the MG membership 

meeting for those who cannot 

attend in person.  The call-in 

information will be sent via email 

the day before the meeting. 

**More information on page 2 

February Meeting Dates 

The Advisory Board meeting is Wednesday, February 9, at 

5:30 pm at the Crawford County Administration Building. 

The regular Master Gardener Membership meeting is 

Wednesday, February 9, at 6:30 pm at the Crawford County 

Administration Building. 

This month’s 

meeting: 

We will be stapling seed 

packets to bookmarks with 

the KIG and LCL schedules 

for 2022 on them.  We will be 

passing these out at the St. 

Patrick’s Day parade in 

March. 

You can get volunteer hours 

for coming to the meeting and 

helping.  Please bring a 

stapler if you have one. 

Any leftover seed packets will 

be offered to those who 

attend the meeting for any of 

their projects. 

The rest of the seed packets 

will be donated to area 

schools. 
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IN THE NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Madison Garden and Landscape Expo is Friday, 2/11 through Sunday, 2/13.  Friday 

and Sunday are half days with Saturday a full day of fun and learning.  On Saturday, you 

can get up to 7 hours of continuing education hours for attending any of the many 

demonstrations and seminars.   

 

To see a schedule of the seminars offered, go to:  https://www.wigardenexpo.com/schedule  

 

     
Masks Required 
 

Garden & Landscape Expo will be a masked event. All attendees 

will be required to wear a mask that covers their nose and mouth. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this important safety 

requirement. 

https://www.wigardenexpo.com/schedule
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Continuing Education (CE) Hours 

Now is the time, before we all get busy in our gardens, to get our 

10 hours of CE logged - and here are some ways…. 

1.  On Boarding Lite 

 This is required for 2022 because of significant changes to the program 

 You can get 5 CE hours for completing this (although it will not take that long) 

2. Read a UW sponsored article or watch a UW sponsored video 

 Click on https://wimastergardener.org 

 Click on Learn at the top menu 

 Option 1 - Click on Level 2 Plants Plus and select one of the topics to 

watch the video and take a 5-question quiz (you do not have to pass to get 

credit) - the topic tells you up front how many hours you can log (usually 2 

hours of CE but some are 2.5 hours) 

 Option 2 - Click on Articles and read one of the articles.  You will get 30 

minutes of CE for each article read 

3.  Attend educational sessions at one or more of the upcoming gardening 

conferences 

 Madison Garden and Landscape Expo - Madison 

4. Listen to one of Larry Meiller’s talk shows on WPR (Wisconsin Public Radio) 

 Garden Talk on Friday 11:00am-12:30pm and then rebroadcast on Saturday 

6:00am-7:30am 

 Larry Meiller Show weekdays 11:00am-12:30pm 

 Both of these shows are available as podcasts to download to your computer, 

iPad or Smartphone 

https://wimastergardener.org/articles/
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From Some of Our Members 

 From Donna Teynor:  I need to borrow electric fry pans or grills for a Kids Craft Class.  If 

you have one I can use, please bring it to the February meeting or drop it off at my home.  

Make sure to put your name on it so I can return it to you. 

From Donna Teynor:  Anyone needing 1 gallon nursery pots for the plant sale I have lots of 

them and will share. Call Donna 608-412-4661.  

From Cheryl Frazier:  I have the latest Seed Savers members only catalog. This one lists 
thousands of heirloom seeds available directly from the membership. 

So if anyone is looking for that special tomato or cantaloupe their grandma had in her 
garden, please feel free to contact me and will be happy to lend out the book for research. 

From Caprice Ellefson:  I will be doing a Lawn Chair Learning session in August on 

tomatoes that will include a tomato tasting.  I would appreciate some help in having access 

to some unusual tomatoes (heirloom, cherry, interesting colors, etc.)  If you would like to 

help by donating a few of your tomatoes, I would appreciate it.  I will be making up some 

tomato dishes for a tasting at the session.   If you are starting from seed you will need to 

have them in the ground May 15 - June 1.  So you should start your seeds around April 1 

(6-8 weeks to get to seedling size for planting and 1 week for hardening).  Or start looking 

for unusual varieties of tomatoes at the garden centers to plant.   

You will get 2 volunteer hours for starting the seeds, planting the 

seedlings, caring for them (water, fertilizing, etc.) and harvesting a 

few tomatoes for me to use in my tasting.  You will get 1 volunteer 

hour for planting a tomato plant, caring for it and harvesting the 

tomatoes.   
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Help Stop Invasive Plants from Slipping into Wisconsin 
by Melinda Myers 

  

For many of us, winter is the start of the gardening season. We are busy 

browsing catalogs, reading garden articles, and looking for sources of new 

plants. As the planning process continues, the plant wish list keeps 

expanding. Once your list is complete and before placing any order online, 

be sure to check your list for any invasive plants that are prohibited or 

restricted in Wisconsin. 

According to the Invasive Species Rule NR40, prohibited plants are those 

that are not currently found or occur in isolated areas in the state. If 

introduced into the state, these plants are likely to cause significant 

economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.  Restricted 

plants according to NR40 are already established in the state causing 

harm or have the potential to cause significant harm. 

 

 

Although regulations for the sale, purchase and possession of invasive species are in place, some online sellers 

are not aware, up-to-date, or concerned with following existing state and federal regulations.  Just because you 

can purchase a plant does not mean it is allowed in Wisconsin. So, it is up to us, the individual gardener, to 

protect our gardens, natural spaces, and waterways. 

Many of us purchased plants in the past unaware they would eventually become a problem for native plants, 

wildlife, and beneficial insects when food sources and nesting sites disappear.  Many also negatively impact our 

waterways, recreational use of spaces, and the economy. Now, we are tasked with paying for and personally 

eliminating the problem. More research and precautions are being taken to manage existing invasive species 

and reduce the risk of future problems. 

 As we learn more by observing what is happening in our own and other states, the list of prohibited and 

restricted plants keeps changing.  It is important to visit the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources website and make any needed changes before placing your plant order. 

Growing even one or two invasive plants in your garden, shoreline planting or pond can have an impact. Invasive 

plants tend to be vigorous growers, reproducing faster than our native plants, and more tolerant of adverse 

conditions. This allows them to quickly spread, take over and cause harm. 

Not only do these invasive plants disrupt the ecosystem; they have a negative impact on our economy, personal 

budgets, outdoor recreation, and health.  In 2001 an estimated $137 billion dollars were spent in the United 

States to manage the ecological damage and to control invasive species. These costs have continued to 

increase each year and many of the expenses are passed on to consumers. 

 

YELLOW FLAG IRIS 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/what.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/care.html


6  

 

 

 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

C R A W F O R D  C O U N T Y  M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  A S S O C I A T I O N  

Crawford County’s MG Association’s Mission Statement:  
We TEACH, LEARN, LEAD and SERVE, connecting with the 
University of Wisconsin and engaging with them in 
transforming lives and communities. 

"An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 

programming, including Title IX and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements." 

 It is easy to see the impact of some of the thugs, like Japanese knotweed, that have overrun gardens, 

landscapes, shorelines and our waterways.  New infestations usually occur when soil containing rhizomes of 

this invasive plant are moved to a new location or washed downstream. Even small root segments only a couple 

inches long can start a new infestation. 

The yellow flag Iris (Iris pseudacorus) is an invasive plant masked as an adaptable and beautiful perennial. This 

beauty seems harmless growing along the shoreline, in the garden or pond. Its ability to spread and vigorous 

growth habit have made it a threat to our waterways. Seeds or pieces of the rhizome can float away from the 

planting or be accidentally moved into natural spaces. It quickly adapts to a wide range of growing conditions 

and forms dense clumps or floating mats that can alter wildlife habitats and the diversity of species. 

I have teamed up with the UW-Madison Extension Aquatic Invasive Species 

Outreach Program to help spread the word about aquatic invasive plants. As an 

influencer in the gardening world, I need your help to reach more gardeners. Many 

people are not aware of this threat and need our help to make wise plant 

decisions. 

 Thanks to all of you who are already spreading the word and actively trying to 

manage invasive terrestrial and aquatic plants. If you are interested in volunteering 

or need advice to help control invasive plants, email DNRAISinfo@wisconsin.gov. 

 As we work together sharing our passion for gardening and our concern for 

Wisconsin’s natural spaces, lakes, and waterways, we can make a difference. 

Help Stop Invasive Plants from Slipping into Wisconsin 
(continued) 

by Melinda Myers 

JAPANESE KNOTWEED 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/JapaneseKnotweed.html
https://erc.cals.wisc.edu/programs/aquatic-invasive-species-outreach/
https://erc.cals.wisc.edu/programs/aquatic-invasive-species-outreach/
mailto:DNRAISinfo@wisconsin.gov

